
Padre Parents 
October 1, 2015 

Present: Stacey Councell, Sherrill Cruz, Murial Lin, Lisa Morgan, Heidi 
Short, Kimberley Whittaker, Susan Abrahams, Molly McCrae, Jenifer 
Williams, Libby McMahon, Sione Fiefia, Michael DeLapa, Stephanie Bouc, 
Don Houpt, Kent Wadsworth, Rita Cricchio, Michele Lauren, Alison 
Bockus, Jim Airola, Melissa Kendrick, Rita Patel, Pamela Campi0ne 
 
Principals Report ~ Thanked the Padre Parents for their support 
throughout the year. Gave us an update on the construction projects on 
campus. They have been delayed for a bit. We have three major projects: 

1) Completion of the multi-sport stadium 
2) The bleachers in the Gym – they were irreparably damaged three 

years ago, and the new style with the ADA requirement, would limit 
capacity to 50% (300-ish) of what it currently is. Working on 
restructuring the design 

3) Demo and re-building of Admin/Councling/College Career centers. 
Plan was changed too late to get going on schedule; it should get 
going June 2016. 

850 students enrolled/ 52 teachers/ We have the luxury of keeping class 
sizes smaller than many districts: 30/1 = too big. We took the Sophomore 
health class and moved it to Freshman year, compacted the curriculum of 
Global Studies to do so. So it’s a wheel class. Introduced a Computer 
Science Principals tech class for Sophomores – it’s a  year-long elective 
course. We believe this will provide a good foundation for additional tech 
classes we offer. 
Healthy Kids Survey: Every two years, the students are surveyed to 
gauge the healthiness of our campus environment, i.e.: bullying. This has 
been a major focus in our district. Another thing is curbing the use of 
alcohol and drugs. Our use has gone down; we have programs on campus to 
help with that. We tended to have some higher use beginning in the 
Sophomore year, we have curbed that. 
Four years of trend data for CHS: Rick feels this is a very accurate picture of 
how our schools are doing: We have a powerful 8 year decline in alcohol use 
among Freshmen. We have had a great Freshman alcohol education 
program that we believe is influencing their decisions. Marijuana use is 
down significantly as well. Pain Killers: We believe we have a lot of 



prescription drug use, but it’s nowhere near the problem that drugs and 
alcohol are. We are finally below the state average in drug use. We 
implement school wide initiatives to try to curb alcohol and drug use. 
Could it be that the decline in marijuana use is due to kids trading 
marijuana for worse drugs? We would like to think not ~ we would like to 
think that it’s because they are making better choices. Prescription drug use 
is going up nationwide; we have a 9% increase over 2 years. There are drop 
off locations for parents to get rid of old prescriptions. Rick says the work 
being done at CMS is influencing the outcome of what is happening here at 
the high school. Now that Rick has been here 7 years; to be honest, there 
are people in our area that do not believe pot is a problem and that is why 
we see an increase in pot use Junior year. Binge drinking and drinking to 
get drunk, we see a downward trend across the board; but 11th grade is 
where kids are at the most risk for this influence. 
Bullying: Solid 4 year cycle of decline in students reporting that there were 
unfair rumors or sexual jokes spread about them.  
Breaking down the Walls: School wide program we just finished. This is a  
great program that is helping kids to make great decisions One of the 
greatest things about our campus is that the kids  feel safe, and are not 
afraid of being beat up. There is no physical violence on our campus and we 
are very lucky. 
Cyber Bullying: This is one we need to work on. It’s much easier to sit down 
on a computer and make a comment that you would not make to someone 
in person. Kids are so social media saavy, which is huge. We want our kids 
to be tech smart, but they are going to make some mistakes. Hopefully, 
giving every kid a computer is a good thing. We have great filters on the 
computers that we hand out, but kids have access to other computers at 
home, etc. Rick is going to work on getting this information (re: cyber 
bullying) on our website, and going through this with our Faculty and 
sharing with our students so everyone knows it’s a problem to be worked 
on. Rick says there are a lot of valuable lessons regarding cyber behavior 
that he wants to tackle in sequential ways; but it’s hard to fit in with other 
required academic requirements, especially when you are a high 
performing academic institution. Finding the delivery method for these 
messages are a challenge. We don’t want to lose instructional time for the 
behavioral lessons. Trying to develop and design an advisory program that 
will help us deliver these important messages ~ we are working on it.  



CUSD Superintendent Scott Lawrence:  Mr. Lawrence recently took 
over as our new superintendent and introduced himself to Padre Parents. 
He worked in Palo Alto for 25 years, where he was a teacher and developed 
instruction. He was also in the San Mateo District for 6 years. But he lives 
in Gilroy, and as the years went by, the traffic got to him. So he gave notice 
last November, and saw the opening for the CUSD Superintendent position 
and jumped on it. He is trying to get out and join the community as much 
as possible. Doesn’t have a huge agenda; it’s already a very well run district. 
He’s putting a new set of eyes on the District and hopes to make some 
changes here and there as time goes on. He has an open door policy if 
anyone has any concerns to voice.  Opened for questions.  

1) When are we going to get lights for the football stadium so we can 
have Friday night games? He supports this idea. 

Jess – ASB President: If anyone wants to help join the float building for 
homecoming, it’s this afternoon on campus. Also, ASB meetings are each 
Weds at noon; if your students have any ideas/suggestions, they are 
welcome to come to our meetings.  


